
John Anthony Burgess Wilson,  
25 February 1917 – 22 No-
vember 1993) – who published 

under the pen name Anthony Bur-
gess – was an English writer and 
composer. From relatively modest 
beginnings in a Catholic family in 
Manchester, he eventually became 
one of  the best known English lit-
erary figures of  the latter half  of  
the twentieth century.

Although Burgess was predom-
inantly a comic writer, his dysto-
pian satire A Clockwork Orange 
remains his best known novel.[2] 
In 1971 it was adapted into a high-
ly controversial film by Stanley 
Kubrick, which Burgess said was 
chiefly responsible for the popular-
ity of  the book. Burgess produced 
numerous other novels, including 
the Enderby quartet, and Earthly 
Powers, regarded by most critics as 
his greatest novel. He wrote libret-
tos and screenplays, including for 
the 1977 TV mini-series Jesus of  
Nazareth. He worked as a literary 
critic, including for The Observ-
er and The Guardian, and wrote 
studies of  classic writers, notably 
James Joyce. A versatile linguist, 
Burgess lectured in phonetics, and 
translated Cyrano de Bergerac, 
Oedipus the King and the opera 
Carmen, among others.

Presents Burgess’ satire of  the present inhumanity of  
man to man through a futuristic culture where teenagers 
rule with violence, and includes the final chapter deleted 
from the first American edition.

A vicious fifteen-year-old “droog” is the central charac-
ter of  this 1963 classic, whose stark terror was captured 
in Stanley Kubrick’s magnificent film of  the same title. 
In Anthony Burgess’s nightmare vision of  the future, 
where criminals take over after dark, the story is told 
by the central character, Alex, who talks in a brutal in-
vented slang that brilliantly renders his and his friends’ 
social pathology. A Clockwork Orange is a frightening fa-
ble about good and evil, and the meaning of  human 
freedom. When the state undertakes to reform Alex 
to “redeem” him the novel asks, “At what cost?” This 
edition includes the controversial last chapter not pub-
lished in the first edition and Burgess’s introduction “A 
Clockwork Orange Resucked.”
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Alex is a 
c o m p l e t e l y 
normal guy in 

a world where what we 
know as normal does no 
longer exist. Through 
his journey, he gets a lot 
of  enemies and with his 
charm and cunning he 
runs from the cops over 
and over again. When 
he finally gets caught 
he agrees to participate 
in a new experiment to 
get out of  prison. What 
he doesn’t know is how 
he will react to the 
treatment and how the 
world around him has 
developed in the last 2 
years since he has been 
locked up.

There are a lot of  
ways you can imagine 
the future to develop. 
Anthony Burgess gives 
you a glint into a world 
where the limit of  age 
for crimminals is lower 
than ever and their way 
of  torture and their 
art is mixed up into 
something we have 
never seen before. He 
has created a story that 
is timeless.

“A Clockwork Orange is, for sure, like nothing 
you have ever read before! It catches you from 
the first page, with an alternative perspective, 
and with a new kind of  people...”

a novel by


